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Abstract

Review of main studies on biology and ecology of the hookworm Uncinaria 
  lucasi Stiles, 1901 performed on St. Paul Island, Alaska, is presented. 
  Current data on prevalence of adult hookworms parasitizing northern fur seals 
  (NFS), Callorhinus ursinus Linnaeus, 1758, were obtained based on the 
  examination of the intestines of dead NFS pups and subadult 3–4 year-old males 
  in July and August of 2011–2013. In addition, blubber samples collected from 
  subadult NFS males were examined for parasitic third stage hookworm larvae (L3). 
  All current data were compared with previously published studies performed in 
  1950s –1960s. Current prevalence of U. lucasi in dead pups collected from Reef 
  Rookery was 4.9 % in 2011, 0 % in 2012 and 10.5 % in 2013. Th is rookery has 
  a rocky substrate. On sandy rookeries prevalence was up to 75 % on Morjovi Rookery 
  and 50 % on Vostochni Rookery. Parasitic L3 were recovered in 2.5 % of subadult 
  males examined in 2013. Decreasing prevalence of hookworm infection of dead 
  pups and subadult males during the last several years follows the tremendous 
  decline in the number of furseals in the herd on St. Paul Island during last 
  several decades.
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