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Geometric Morphometric Study on Geographic Dimorphism of Codling Moth Cydia pomonella
(Lepidoptera, Tortricidae) from North West of Iran. Khaghaninia S., Mohammadi S. A., Irani
Nejad K. H., Zahiri R. – During years 2003—2004, nine geographical populations of codling moth
Cydia pomonella (Linnaeus) from 4 north western provinces of Iran were collected. By preparing
575 images from fore wings and 564 from hind wings, a total of 15 and 11 landmarks were determined
for fore and hind wings, respectively. With transforming of landmark’s geometrical data into partial
warp scores, 26 and 18 scores were obtained for fore and hind wings, respectively. Canonical correla-
tion analysis (CCA) revealed significant correlation between environmental parameters and wing shape
variables. Among environmental parameters, wind speed showed the highest correlation with wing shape
variables whereas, the correlation between latitude, relative humidity as well as amount of precipitation
and wing shape variables was low. Considering the effect of various environmental parameters on wing
shape, wind speed was determined as important parameter affecting geographic dimorphism. Among
the populations collected from different regions, two geographic population pairs; Meshkinshahr-
Mahneshan and Zandjan-Khoramdareh were selected as representative of low and high windy regions,
respectively. Relative warp analysis (RWA) of fore and hind wings shape variables in the areas with high
and low wind showed shorter and wider fore wings as well as slender and narrower hind wings in pop-
ulations from high windy regions compared with populations from low wind regions. Centroid size of
fore and hind wings in high windy area populations were smaller compared with those from low windy
ones as revealed by t-test. The results showed aerodynamic shape and small size of wings are as adapt-
ed traits for powerful flight and its control in high windy regions.

Ke y  wo r d s: codling moth, Cydia pomonella, geometric morphometry, weather factors, morphologi-
cal variation, geographic dimorphism.

Ãåîìåòðè÷åñêè-ìîðôîìåòðè÷åñêîå èññëåäîâàíèå ãåîãðàôè÷åñêîãî äèìîðôèçìà ÿáëîííîé ïëîäîæîð-
êè Cydia pomonella (Lepidoptera, Tortricidae) â ñåâåðî-çàïàäíîì Èðàíå. Êõàã-õàíèíèà Ñ.,
Ìîõàììàäè Ñ. À., Èðàíè-Íåäæàä Ê. Í., Çàõèðè Ð. – Â òå÷åíèå 2003—2004 ãã. áûëè ñîáðàíû
ýêçåìïëÿðû äåâÿòè ãåîãðàôè÷åñêèõ ïîïóëÿöèé ÿáëîííîé ïëîäîæîðêè Cydia pomonella
(Linnaeus) â 4 ñåâåðî-çàïàäíûõ ïðîâèíöèÿõ Èðàíà. Âñåãî 15 è 11 ìåòîê ïåðåäíèõ è çàäíèõ
êðûëüåâ ñîîòâåòñòâåííî áûëè îïðåäåëåíû ïðè ïîäãîòîâêå 575 èçîáðàæåíèé ïåðåäíèõ êðûëüåâ
è 564 èçîáðàæåíèé çàäíèõ êðûëüåâ. 26 ïîêàçàòåëåé äëÿ ïåðåäíèõ êðûëüåâ è 18 – äëÿ çàäíèõ
áûëè ïîëó÷åíû ïóòåì òðàíñôîðìàöèè èñõîäíûõ ãåîìåòðè÷åñêèõ äàííûõ ìåòîäîì ÷àñòíîé
äåôîðìàöèè. Êàíîíè÷åñêèé êîððåëÿöèîííûé àíàëèç îáíàðóæèâàåò çíà÷èòåëüíóþ êîððåëÿöèþ
ìåæäó ïàðàìåòðàìè îêðóæàþùåé ñðåäû è âàðèàáåëüíîñòüþ ôîðìû êðûëüåâ. Èç ïàðàìåòðîâ
îêðóæàþùåé ñðåäû îòìå÷åíà íàèáîëüøàÿ êîððåëÿöèÿ ñêîðîñòè âåòðà è âàðèàáåëüíîñòè ôîðìû
êðûëüåâ, òîãäà êàê êîððåëÿöèÿ ìåæäó øèðîòîé, îòíîñèòåëüíîé âëàæíîñòüþ, êîëè÷åñòâîì îñàä-
êîâ è èçìåí÷èâîñòüþ ôîðìû êðûëà  áûëà íèçêîé. Ïðèíèìàÿ âî âíèìàíèå âëèÿíèå ðàçíîîá-
ðàçíûõ ïàðàìåòðîâ íà ôîðìó êðûëà, ñêîðîñòü âåòðà áûëà îïðåäåëåíà êàê âàæíûé ôàêòîð, äåé-
ñòâóþùèé íà ãåîãðàôè÷åñêèé äèìîðôèçì. Íà îñíîâàíèè ýêçåìïëÿðîâ, ñîáðàííûõ â ðàçíûõ
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ðåãèîíàõ êàê ïðèìåðû ðåãèîíîâ ñ ñèëüíûìè è ñëàáûìè âåòðàìè, ñîîòâåòñòâåííî, áûëè âûáðà-
íû äâå ïàðû ãåîãðàôè÷åñêèõ ïîïóëÿöèé: Ìåøêèíøàõð-Ìàõíåøàí è Çàíäüÿí-Êõîðàìäàðåõ.
Àíàëèç îòíîñèòåëüíîãî èñêàæåíèÿ ôîðìû ïåðåäíèõ è çàäíèõ êðûëüåâ â îáëàñòÿõ ñ ñèëüíûìè
è ñëàáûìè âåòðàìè îáíàðóæèë áîëåå êîðîòêèå è øèðîêèå ïåðåäíèå êðûëüÿ è áîëåå òîíêèå è
óçêèå çàäíèå êðûëüÿ â ïîïóëÿöèÿõ èç ðåãèîíîâ ñ áîëåå ñèëüíûìè âåòðàìè ïî ñðàâíåíèþ ñ
ïðåäñòàâèòåëÿìè ïîïóëÿöèé èç ðåãèîíîâ ñ áîëåå ñëàáûìè âåòðàìè. Çíà÷åíèÿ öåíòðîèäîâ
ïåðåäíèõ è çàäíèõ êðûëüåâ â ïîïóëÿöèÿõ èç ðåãèîíîâ ñ ñèëüíûìè âåòðàìè áûëè ìåíüøå, ïî
ñðàâíåíèþ ñ òàêîâûì èç ðåãèîíîâ ñî ñëàáûìè âåòðàìè, êàê áûëî ïðîâåðåíî ïî êðèòåðèþ
Ñòüþäåíòà. Ðåçóëüòàòû ïîêàçûâàþò, ÷òî àýðîäèíàìè÷åñêàÿ ôîðìà è ìàëûé ðàçìåð êðûëüåâ –
àäàïòàöèîííûå îñîáåííîñòè äëÿ ñèëüíîãî ïîëåòà è óïðàâëåíèÿ èì â ðàéîíàõ ñ ñèëüíûìè âåò-
ðàìè. 

Êëþ÷å âûå  ñ ë î â à: ÿáëîííàÿ ïëîäîæåðêà, Cydia pomonella, ãåîìåòðè÷åñêàÿ ìîðôîìåòðèÿ,
ïîãîäíûå ôàêòîðû, ìîðôîëîãè÷åñêàÿ âàðèàöèÿ, ãåîãðàôè÷åñêèé äèìîðôèçì.

Introduction

More than half of the animal described species are insects (Groombridge, 1992). Therefore, under-
standing patterns and processes of biological diversification are central importance in evolutionary biology
(DeVries et al., 1997). Study of phenotypic plasticity or biodiversity has attracted interest of most biologists
ever since Darwin (Hood, 2000 and Bernardo et al., 2007). Morphological diversities including seasonal and
geographic dimorphisms can be related to fitness and thus are a possible target of natural selection (Kemp,
2001 and Bernardo et al., 2007). Wing shape deformations have been important subject in studying of geo-
graphic forms of intra species evolution (Adams and Funk, 1997 and Kunkel, 2001). 

Geometric morphometrics offers a new and powerful method for studying of intra species geographic
dimorphism or biological forms (Hood, 2000). The shape of organism is very stable and has high heredity,
therefore, study of overall shape similarity is known as an accurate way against quantitative estimations for
investigating phylogeny as well as study of shape variability in biological forms (Bookstein, 1989; Rohlf,
1990). The population diversity of Neochlamisus bebbianae as well as Chilo suppressalis were studied by means
of geometric morphometrics in north part of America and north part of Iran, respectively (Adams and Funk,
1997 and Zahiri et al. 2004).

Insect flight performance, dispersal and resource exploitation are pervasively affected by environmen-
tal parameters such as wind speed, temperature, relative humidity and elevation (Lambert, 1972, Epila, 1988,
Pasek, 1988 and Jones, 2003). The foraging activity of pollinator insects in relation to weather factors like
ambient temperature, relative humidity, wind speed and solar radiation was studied through various investi-
gations and significant correlations were found between pollination activity and environmental factors (Szabo,
1980 and Narcis and Jordi, 2000). 

The objectives of the present study were to study the correlation between environment parameters and
wing shape variables as well as to estimate wing shape and size deformations in geographic codling moth pop-
ulations from northwest of Iran. 

Material and methods

Nine populations were collected from nine regions spanning north west of Iran: East Azarbayjan (four
populations), West Azarbayjan (one population), Ardebil (one population) and Zandjan (three populations)
during 2003 and 2004. The populations were collected from a number of sites within each region based on
the span areas. To eliminate the effect of host in discrimination of populations, all the specimens were col-
lected from only golden apple orchards. The specific specimens from each geographical population were ran-
domly selected from moths pooled across collecting sites within a given region. Sampling of fifth instar lar-
vae was carried out by single face cardboard fastened around the apple trees at 30 cm distance of ground. 

For studying wing shape, the collected larvae were reared in rearing dishes separately for each region
under laboratory conditions at 25°C, 60% relative humidity and 16/8 (light/dark) photoperiod. After unisti-
tation of emerged adults, they were mounted by 00 mounting needles. Permanent slides of fore and hind
wings were prepared following Borror et al. (1989) and transformed to digital images (table 1). 

By selecting homologous spots as landmarks, 15 and 11 landmarks were chosen from fore and hind
wings, respectively (fig. 1). Based on Bookstein’s (1989) classification, all the landmarks were type I repre-
senting meeting points of wing veins and their attaching points to wing’s margin.

Two-dimentional coordinates data for mentioned landmarks were performed from all the studied spec-
imens using a Leica stereoscopic microscope, image analyzing system, and Tpsdig software (Rohlf, 1990). By
transforming the row coordinate data into shape variables and partial warp scores, 26 and 18 scores were
obtained for fore and hind wings, respectively. Canonical correlation analysis was performed to analyze cor-
relation between climate parameters and shape variables of fore and hind wings of both sexes in geographi-
cal populations using STATISTICA 5.5 software (Moghaddam et al., 1994). Relative warp analysis (RWA)
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Fig. 1. Fore and hind wings of Cydia pomonella with landmarks’ positions on them.

Ðèñ. 1. Ïåðåäíåå è çàäíåå êðûëî Cydia pomonella ñ ïîëîæåíèåì îïîçíàâàòåëüíûõ òî÷åê íà íèõ.

Ta b l e 1. Number of fore and hind wing images taken from various geographic populations of codling moth
Òà á ëèö à 1. Êîëè÷åñòâî èçîáðàæåíèé ïåðåäíèõ è çàäíèõ êðûëüåâ ÿáëîííîé ïëîäîæîðêè èç ðàçëè÷íûõ
ãåîãðàôè÷åñêèõ ïîïóëÿöèé

Mianeh 24 27 51 21 21 42
Salmas 22 26 48 21 25 46

Zandjan 34 31 65 32 30 62

Zunuz 27 27 54 40 29 69

Khoramdareh 31 18 49 31 24 55

Meshkin Shahr 14 22 36 16 22 38

Shabestar 31 23 54 31 28 59

Marageh 32 28 60 35 35 70

Mahneshan 29 28 57 23 28 51

Total 244 230 474 250 242 492

Population
Fore wing Hind wing

female male total female male total



was carried out and wings relative variations in various geographic populations were determined by software
tpsrelw. The wing centroid size of male and females of the studied populations were estimated and t-test was
used to test the effect of geographical conditions on wing centriod size by SPSS 14.0. 

Results and discussion

Two-way multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) based on all shape vari-
ables in fore and hind wings revealed indicated significant differences among popula-
tions as well as sexes at least for one the shape variable. The non-uniform variables were
more effective in differentiation of geographical population especially due to hind wing
compared with uniform one (Khaghaninia et al., 2008). 

Mean annual weather data of studied areas are indicated in table 2. Canonical cor-
relation analysis revealed significant correlation between fore wing shape variables and
environment factors in both sexes except relative humidity and longitude in males
(table 3). Among environment factors, wind speed showed highest correlation with wing
shape variables in both sexes whereas relative humidity and elevation showed low cor-
relations with environmental factors.

Correlation between environmental factors and fore wing shape variables as well as
their effectiveness on fore wing deformations in females was greater than males. Various
studies demonstrated longest flight capacity of female codling moth in individual flight
as well as life time compared with male. This is in agree with more wing effectiveness
and deformations of females in comparison to males (Mani et al., 1995, Schumacher
et al., 1997, Dorn et al., 1999 and Voigt et al., 1999) 

e-23 S. Khaghaninia et al.

Ta b l e 2. Mean annual climate data of studied regions
Ò à á ëèö à 2. Ñðåäíåãîäîâûå êëèìàòè÷åñêèå äàííûå èññëåäîâàííûõ ðåãèîíîâ

Sampling area Longitude Latitude
Temperature,

°C
Relative

humidity, %
Precipitation
amount, mm

Elevation, m
Wind speed,

km/h

Salmas 38.13 44.51 12.0 57 215.3 1337 6.111
Zunuz 38.45 45.75 11.1 56 415.1 1710 9.863
Marageh 37.24 46.16 12.9 49 322.4 1477.7 10.503
Mianeh 37.27 47.42 13.7 51 282.1 1110 8.711
Shabestar 38.11 45.41 - - - 1452 -
Mahneshan 36.46 47.40 14.6 48 275.7 1282 10.558
Zandjan 36.41 48.29 11.0 54 313.1 1663 7.191
Khoramdareh 36.11 49.11 11.9 51 301.1 1575 11.480
Meshkin shahr 38.23 47.40 10.7 60 383.9 1568.5 5.157

Ta b l e 3. Canonical correlation coefficient between environment parameters and shape variables of codling
moth fore wing in both sexes
Ò à á ëèö à 3. Êîýôôèöèåíò êàíîíè÷åñêîé êîððåëÿöèè ïàðàìåòðîâ îêðóæàþùåé ñðåäû è ôîðìû èçìåí÷è-
âîñòè ïåðåäíèõ êðûëüåâ ÿáëîííîé ïëîäîæîðêè îáîèõ ïîëîâ

Climate parameters
Shape variables of female fore wing Shape variables of male fore wing

Rc P value percentage Rc P value percentage

Longitude 0.456 0.00891 4.03 0.369 0.347 4.48
Latitude 0.470 0.00371 5.23 0.461 0.0094 4.10
Temperature, °C 0.494 0.00067 4.06 0.440 0.029 3.09
Relative humidity, % 0.494 0.00068 5.70 0.378 0.282 4.30
Precipitation amount, mm 0.469 0.00383 5.52 0.518 0.00016 6.15
Elevation, m 0.520 0.000075 4.68 0.487 0.0017 5.30
Wind speed, km/h 0.719 0.000000 9.93 0.694 0.000000 8.31



The trend of correlations between environmental factors and hind wing shape vari-
ables were similar to those for fore wing as revealed by canonical correlation analysis,
but the amount of correlation coefficients were higher except for elevation (table 4). 
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Ta b l e 4. Canonical correlation coefficient between environment parameters and shape variables of codling
moth hind wing in both sexes
Ò à á ëèö à 4. Êîýôôèöèåíò êàíîíè÷åñêîé êîððåëÿöèÿ ïàðàìåòðîâ îêðóæàþùåé ñðåäû è ôîðìû èçìåí÷è-
âîñòè çàäíèõ êðûëüåâ ó ÿáëîííîé ïëîäîæîðêè îáîèõ ïîëîâ 

Climate parameters
Shape variables of female fore wing Shape variables of male fore wing

Rc P Value percentage Rc P Value percentage

Longitude 0.528 0.000001 5.09 0.537 0.000001 4.58
Latitude 0.556 0.000000 5.79 0.552 0.000000 4.74
Temperature, °C 0.426 0.000378 4.49 0.453 0.000241 3.89
Relative humidity, % 0.433 0.000743 5.84 0.478 0.000028 5.75
Precipitation amount, mm 0.543 0.000013 5.48 0.545 0.000000 7.32
Elevation, m 0.454 0.000155 4.44 0.456 0.000184 5.24
Wind speed, km/h 0.661 0.000000 10.72 0.578 0.000000 9.42

Fig. 2. Distribution of codling moth geographic populations through RWA by means of landmarks: females
(right); males (left).

Ðèñ. 2. Ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèå ãåîãðàôè÷åñêèõ ïîïóëÿöèé ÿáëîííîé ïëîäîæîðêè ñîãëàñíî àíàëèçó îòíî-
ñèòåëüíûõ îòêëîíåíèé ñ ïîìîùüþ ìåòîê: ñàìêè (ñïðàâà); ñàìöû (ñëåâà).



The influence of wind speed on taking off, landing, recognition of flight trout and
its control was repetitively reported. In high windy areas or at windy times, the flying
insects accumulate leeward of windbreaks as compared with unsheltered sites (Epila,
1988; Pasek, 1988). Lambert (1972) by studying the effect of wind speed and temper-
ature on locusts flight found that insect’s flight was inhibited at conditions with high
wind speed and the temperature below 19°C. 

The discrimination of different geographical populations based on RWA using fore
and hind wings shape variables were shown in figure 2. Due to various direct and indi-
rect effects of environmental factors on wing shape deformations, incomplete discrim-
ination between geographical populations was observed. Because of the highest corre-
lation between wind speed among environmental factors, the fore and hind wings defor-
mations were studied on two pair populations. 

RWA based on fore and hind wings landmarks of Meshkinshahr (Mes.) and
Mahneshan’s (Mah.) populations as candidate of low and high windy areas, respective-
ly revealed well discrimination especially for hind wing (fig. 3). The discrimination pat-
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Fig. 3. Distribution of Meshkin Shahr and Mahneshan’s codling moth populations through RWA by means
of landmarks: females (right); males (left).

Ðèñ. 3. Ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèå ïîïóëÿöèé ÿáëîííîé ïëîäîæîðêè èç ïîïóëÿöèé Ìåøêèí Øàõð è
Ìàõíåøàí ÷åðåç RWA ñ ïîìîùüþ ìåòîê: ñàìêè (ñïðàâà); ñàìöû (ñëåâà).



terns of these populations were different in view point of fore and hind wings land-
marks.

Overall wings shape deformation compared with reference picture is showed in fig-
ure 4. The results showed shorter and wider fore wing and also slender and narrower
hind wing in Mah. compared with Mes. population. Because of higher windy condition
in Mah. in comparison with Mes. (mean wind speed of 10.558 and 5.157 km/h, respec-
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Fig.  4. Overall deformations in fore wing’s (right) and hind wing’s (left) shape of codling moth: A – pop-
ulation of Meshkin Shahr; B – reference shape; C – population of Mahneshan, Numbers show the land-
marks.

Ðèñ. 4. Âñåñòîðîííÿÿ äåôîðìàöèÿ â ôîðìå çàäíèõ êðûëüåâ (ñëåâà) è ïåðåäíèõ êðûëüåâ (ñïðàâà)
ÿáëîííîé ïëîäîæîðêè: À – ïîïóëÿöèÿ èç Ìåøêèí-Øàõð; Â – ñòàíäàðòíàÿ ôîðìà; Ñ – ïîïóëÿöèÿ
èç Ìàõíåøàí, íîìåðà ïîêàçûâàþò îïîçíàâà-òåëüíûå òî÷êè.

Ta b l e 5. T-test results of codling moth wing centroid size in Meshkin Shahr and Mahneshan populations
Ò à á ëèö à 5. Ðåçóëüòàòû ïðîâåðêè ðàçìåðà öåíòðîèäà êðûëà ó ÿáëîííîé ïëîäîæîðêè èç ïîïóëÿöèé
Ìåøêèí Øàõð è Ìàõíåøàí ïî êðèòåðèþ Ñòüþäåíòà

Fore Female 14 29 3.40 x 10-2 3.13 x 10-2 1.024ns

Male 22 28 3.16 x 10-2 3.11 x 10-2 0.0005ns

Hind Female 16 23 4.11 x 10-2 3.85 x 10-2 0.952ns

Male 22 28 3.89 x 10-2 3.41 x 10-2 5.226ns

Wing Sex
Number Centroid size

T
Meshkin shah Mahneshanr Meshkin shah Mahneshanr

No t e . ns – no significant difference.
Ïðèìå÷ àíèå . ns – íåò çíà÷èòåëüíûõ îòëè÷èé.

A 

B

C



tively) presence of this adapted aerodynamic shape of fore and hind wings in Mah. pop-
ulation is predictable. Aerodynamic shaped wings enabled insects to powerful flight and
well its control in high windy areas (Epila, 1988; Pasek, 1988). Discrimination of
Zandjan (Zan.) and Khoramdareh (Kho.) populations as well as their wing shape
deformations based on RWA were similar to Mes. and Mah. populations with reduced
degree because of lower differences at wind speed between Zan. and Kho. areas (with
wind speed of 7.191 and 11.480 Km/h, respectively) compared with of Mes. and Mah.
areas.

In high windy areas (Mah. and Kho.), centroid size of fore and hind wings were
smaller than those in low windy ones (Mes. and Mah.) but the differences were not
significant as revealed by t-test. (table 5, 6). Insect’s small wing is an adapted charac-
teristic for orientation and controlling flight in windy regions (Kemp, 2001). Wing cen-
troid size differences between Mes. and Mah. were more than of Zan. and Kho. in
agreement  with their differences at wind speed.  

Sadeghi et al. (2005) studied population variation of codling moth in Zanjan and
Khorasan regions. They reported smaller wing in Zanjan Population compared with
Khorasan population. Increased longitude and decreased latitude (colder and more
humid condition) in Zanjan than of Khorasan could be the main reasons of these dif-
ferences. Alipanah et al. (1994) found elevation as affecting factor on wing size and
limited generations and opportunity for better feeding were known as factors contribut-
ing to bigger wing in elevated regions. 
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