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New Faunistic Records of Tiger Moths in West Pakistan (Lepidoptera, Arctiidae, Arctiinae).
Gurko V. O., Inayatullah M., Mashwani M. A. – Four species were collected in Balochistan Province:
Axiopoena maura (Eichwald, 1830), Lacydes incurvata (Ebert, 1973), Utetheisa pulchella (Linnaeus,
1758) and Nebrarctia transversa (Moore, 1879). L. incurvata is recorded from Pakistan for the first time.
Distribution and systematic position of all mentioned species are discussed.

Ke y  wo r d s: Axiopoena maura, Lacydes incurvata, Utetheisa pulchella, Nebrarctia transversa,
Lepidoptera, Arctiidae, Pakistan, new records.

Íîâûå äàííûå î ìåäâåäèöàõ ôàóíû Çàïàäíîãî Ïàêèñòàíà (Lepidoptera, Arctiidae, Arctiinae). Ãóð -
êî Â. Î., Èíàÿòóëëà Ì., Ìàøâàíè Ì. À. – Íà òåððèòîðèè Ïàêèñòàíà (ïðîâèíöèÿ Áåëóäæèñòàí)
ñîáðàíû ÷åòûðå âèäà ìåäâåäèö: Axiopoena maura (Eichwald, 1830), Lacydes incurvata (Ebert, 1973),
Utetheisa pulchella (Linnaeus, 1758) è Nebrarctia transversa (Moore, 1879). L. incurvata äëÿ òåððèòî-
ðèè Ïàêèñòàíà ïðèâîäèòñÿ âïåðâûå. Óòî÷íåíû àðåàëû ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèÿ âûøåóïîìÿíóòûõ
âèäîâ è èõ ñèñòåìàòè÷åñêàÿ ïðèíàäëåæíîñòü.

Êëþ÷åâûå  ñ ëîâ à: Axiopoena maura, Lacydes incurvata, Utetheisa pulchella, Nebrarctia transversa,
Lepidoptera, Arctiidae, Ïàêèñòàí, íîâûå äàííûå.

Lepidoptera fauna of the territory at the border between Pakistan and Afghanistan remains one of the
poorly studied areas in Eurasia. In 2005, the authors collected moths in the northern part of the Balochistan
territory. Material is deposited in the collection of the first author.

Axiopoena maura (Eichwald, 1830)

Ma t e r i a l. 9 {, 1 }, Pakistan, Balochistan, 50 km S of Zhob, 1200 m, 28.07—4.08, 2—11.09.2005
(Gurko leg.).

The species was recorded from Pakistan only once (as A. fluviatilis Swinhoe) from
Quetta (Balochistan Province). In the revision of the genus Axiopoena Ménetries,
Dubatolov (1989) studied male genitalia of its type specimen and found it to be con-
specific with A. maura Eichwald. The species is widespread in Eastern Iran (Dubatolov,
Zahiri, 2005). The authors (unpublished data), observed moths of this species during
July and August, but all specimens from August were strongly damaged.

Lacydes incurvata (Ebert, 1973)

Ma t e r i a l. 45 {, 1 }, Pakistan, Baluchistan, 50 km S of Zhob, 1200 m, 2—11.09.2005 (Gurko leg.)

This is the first record from Pakistan, and the second record since description. The
species have been described from the southern slopes of the Spin Range in Paktia,
South-Eastern Afghanistan, not far from the Pakistan border. The new locality is locat-
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ed more than 300 km to the south. Probably, this species is distributed within the whole
mountain area along the border between Pakistan and Afghanistan between Quetta and
Peshawar.

Utetheisa pulchella (Linnaeus, 1758)

Ma t e r i a l. 9 {, 10 },  Pakistan, Baluchistan, 50 km S of Zhob, 1200 m, 28.07—4.08.2005; 1 }, 10 km
E. Ziarat, pass, 2570 m, 3.08.2005; 1 }, 50 km E of Ziarat, pass, 1480 m, 4—5.08.2005; 2 }, small mountain
range S of Zhob, 2000 m, 10.08.2005 (Gurko leg).

One of the most widespread species in South-Western Asia. Swinhoe (1885)
recorded this species from Quetta as Deiopeia thyter Butler.

Nebrarctia transversa (Moore, 1879)

Ma t e r i a l. 9 {, 1 }, Pakistan, Baluchistan, 50 km S of Zhob, 1200 m, 28.07—4.08, 2—11.09.2005; 9 {, 10
km E of Ziarat, pass, 2570 m, 3.08.2005; 6 {, small mountain range S of Zhob, 2000 m, 10.08.2005 (Gurko leg).

The species is widespread in mountain territories from the Pamirs in Tajikistan
through Afghanistan to North Pakistan (Dubatolov, 1996). The new record is the
southernmost for the species. It was transferred to the genus Nebrarctia Watson, 1985
by Dubatolov (2005).
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– the localities (known earlier) of Axiopoena maura in Iran, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan.
– the localities of Axiopoena karelini Ménetries, 1863 in Iran, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan.
– first record of Axiopoena maura in Pakistan. 
– the new find of Axiopoena maura in Pakistan. 

Fig.1 The localities  of Axiopoena maura and A. karelini in Iran, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and  Pakistan 

Ðèñ.1 Ìåñòîíàõîæäåíèÿ Axiopoena maura è A. karelini â Èðàíå, Àçåðáàéäæàíå, Òóðêìåíèñòàíå è
Ïàêèñòàíå.



Discussion

Four species of the subfamily Arctiinae have been recorded in West Pakistan, two
of them, Axiopoena maura and Utetheisa pulchella are widespread in Eastern Iran and
Afghanistan; other two species, Lacydes incurvata and Nebrarctia transversa are com-
mon with the Afghanistan Arctiinae fauna only. All four mentioned species belong to
the Palearctic fauna; no true Oriental or Paleotropic species have been collected near
Zhob. Taking into account distribution of the Oriental and Paleotropic species in Iran
(Dubatolov, Zahiri, 2005), an assumption might be offered that such species occur in
West Pakistan further in the south, along the Makran Coast. So, we should state that
the territory of Zhob belongs to the Palearctic Region.

We are very thankful to Prof. Bashir Ahmad (NWFP, Peshawar, Pakistan) for the great work consisted
in preparation and realization of our expedition. The special gratitude is to be expressed to Dr. Abid Hussain
(NWFP, Swabi, Pakistan) and Dr. Maqbool Khan (Lugansk, Ukraine), to our fine friends, the partners on
expedition and the translators without whom dialogue with Pushtu people would be impossible. We greatly appre-
ciate an invaluable assistance and support of the Ukrainian Embassy in Islamabad and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Ukraine during our expeditions to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
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