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Two New Species of the Genus Sycophila (Hymenoptera, Eurytomidae) from Yemen. Zerova M. D., van
Harten A. — Two new species of the genus Sycophila Walker from Yemen are described. Sycophila
yemeni Zerova, sp. n. (type locality: Ta’izz, Yemen) is similar to Sycophila kestraneura (Masi) (Africa)
but differs in shorter radial vein and longer gasteral petiolus in female. Sycophila setulosa Zerova,
sp. n. (type locality: Ta’izz, Yemen) differs from all known Sycophila species in having the long bristles
at the base of parastigma (upper side).

Ke y  wo r d s: Hymenoptera, Eurytomidae, Sycophila, new species, Yemen.

Äâà íîâûõ âèäà ðîäà Sycophila (Hymenoptera, Eurytomidae) èç Éåìåíà. Çåðîâà Ì. Ä., âàí
Õàðòåí À. — Îïèñàíû äâà íîâûõ âèäà èç ðîäà Sycophila Walker. Sycophila yemeni Zerova,
sp. n. (òèïîâàÿ ìåñòíîñòü: Òàèç, Éåìåí) ñõîäíà ñ Sycophila kestraneura (Masi) (Àôðèêà). Îò ýòîãî
âèäà Sycophila yemeni, sp. n. îòëè÷àåòñÿ áîëåå êîðîòêîé ðàäèàëüíîé æèëêîé è áîëåå äëèííûì
ñòåáåëüêîì áðþøêà ó ñàìêè. Sycophila setulosa Zerova, sp. n. (òèïîâàÿ ìåñòíîñòü: Òàèç, Éåìåí),
îòëè÷àåòñÿ îò âñåõ èçâåñòíûõ âèäîâ ðîäà íàëè÷èåì äëèííûõ ùåòèíîê â îñíîâàíèè ïàðàñòèãìû
íà âåðõíåé ñòîðîíå äèñêà ïåðåäíåãî êðûëà.

Êëþ÷åâûå  ñ ëîâ à: Hymenoptera, Eurytomidae, Sycophila, íîâûå âèäû, Éåìåí.

Two new forms of Chalcidoid wasps of the family Eurytomidae were found in materials collected in
Yemen by Antonius van Harten. Both species were collected at light traps. The holotypes and paratypes of
new species are deposited in the collection of the Schmalhausen Institute of Zoology, National Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine (Kyiv).

Sycophila yemeni Zerova, sp. n. (fig. 1, 1–5)

Ma t e r i a l. Holotype }, Yemen, Ta’izz, 05–06.2000, in light trap, coll. A. van Harten and A. R. Al
Yarimi (N 4785).

F ema l e. Body length 2.9 mm. Predominantly brown, with yellow spots on
clypeus; higher part of face, and occiput including ocellar area; pronotum on shoulders
yellow, the tip of ovipositor sheaths pale yellow, also scape and club of antennae pale
yellow, flagellum brown; all coxae brown, femora and tibiae mainly infuscate, tarsi yel-
low; wings hyaline with fuscous spot oval, not reaching pale part of postmarginal vein.

Head finely reticulate, without umbilicate punctures; white pubescens short and
dense. Head from above round, width to length 55 : 30; POL more than twice longer
then OOL (11 : 4). Head in frontal view: width to higth 55 : 42; malar space in pro-
portion to length of eye as 12 : 26; external margin of clypeus a little cut off; mandibles
with two sharp teeth and one obtuse. Antenna inserted much lower than middle of face,
some lower than ventral margin of eye; interantennal keel not protruding; scape long
and narrow, pedicel nearly as long as first funicle segment, anellus short; funicle nar-
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row in basal part and some wider in distal part; first funicle segment narrow in basal
part, much longer than following segments, which are almost equal in legth; club is
longer than two previous segments combined.

Mesosoma some bulging in profile, pronotum (from above) twice as wide as long;
umbilicate punctures on thorax dense; scutellum long, length to width as 30 : 23.
Propodeum with median longitudinal depression, on sides with deep cells. Forewing
pilosity very short but dense; marginal vein stout, much longer than postmarginal and
radial. Hind tibia with row of bristles shorter than width of tibia, fore and hind femo-
ra somewhat thickened.

Metasoma: petiole is as long as propodeum (in profile); gaster approximately as
long as mesosoma. Gaster tergites smoth, polished without sculpture.

Commen t s. The new species is similar Sycophila kestraneura (Masi) (Africa) (as
redescribed by Bouèek, Watsham, Wiebes, 1981) in differing in shorter radial vein and
longer gasteral petiolus.

Ma l e unknown.
B i o l o g y unknown.
E t ymo l o g y. The species is named for its type locality (Yemen).

Sycophila setulosa Zerova, sp. n. (fig. 2, 1–4)

Ma t e r i a l. Holotype }, Yemen, Ta’izz, 08.1999, in light trap, coll. A. van Harten and A. Awad
(N 4216). Paratype: 1 }, same label as in the Holotype.

F ema l e. Body length 2.2 mm. Body, antenna, legs and tip of ovipositor sheath
yellow; wings hyaline with fuscous elongated strip under the marginal vein and small
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Fig. 1. Sycophila yemeni, sp. n.: 1 — forewing venation; 2 — head, frontal view; 3 — female, total view in
profile; 4 — hind tibia; 5 — antenna of female.

Ðèñ. 1. Sycophila yemeni, sp. n.: 1 — æèëêîâàíèå ïåðåäíèõ êðûëüåâ; 2 — ãîëîâà ñïåðåäè; 3 — ñàìêà,
âèä ñáîêó; 4 — çàäíÿÿ ãîëåíü; 5 — óñèê ñàìêè.



area around parastigma with dark brown bristles. Head without distinct umbilicate
punctures, with rather finely reticulation, white pubescence short and sparse. Head
from above round, width to length 44 : 25; POL three times longer than OOL (12 : 4).
Head in frontal view: width to hight 44 : 35; malar space to eye length ratio 11 : 20;
external margin of clypeus straight; mandibles 3-dentate, all mandible teeth sharp.
Antenna inserted a little lower than middle of face; interantennal keel not protruding;
scape not reaching median ocellus, long and narrow; pedicel long, almost as long as
first funicle segment, anellus short, first funicle segment a little longer than following
segments almost equal in length; club much longer than two previous segments com-
bined.

Mesosoma some bulging in profile, pronotum (from above) 2.5 times broader than
long as long as mid lobe of mesoscutum, and some shorter than scutellum, scutellum
oval, length to width 35 : 28. Propodeum with distinct median longitudinal furrow, on
sides with dense cells. Fore wing with elongated long strip around and under marginal
vein and small area around parastigma covered with group (16) of dark-brown bristles;
length of bristles equal to width of marginal vein; dark strip under marginal vein cow-
ered with hairs darker and longer than on remaining wing surface; marginal vein is tri-
angular broadened. Hind tibia with row of short bristles, fore and hind femora some-
what thickened.
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Fig. 2. Sycophila setulosa, sp. n.: 1 — forewing venation; 2 — head, frontal view; 3 — female, total view in
profile; 4 — hind tibia.

Ðèñ. 2. Sycophila setulosa, sp. n.: 1 — æèëêîâàíèå ïåðåäíèõ êðûëüåâ; 2 — ãîëîâà ñïåðåäè; 3 — ñàìêà,
âèä ñáîêó; 4 — çàäíÿÿ ãîëåíü.



Metasoma: gasteral petiole with subparalled sides (from above); almost as long as
coxa (in profile); gasteral body slightly longer than mesosoma (44 : 41), compressed
from sides; tergites 1 to 5 bare and smooth; hypopygium at apex with two bristles.

Ma l e unknown.
B i o l o g y unknown.
Commen t s. The new species differs from all known Sycophila species in having

the long bristles in the base of parastigma (upper side).
E t ymo l o g y. The species name Setulosa refers to the characters of wing pilosity.

Bouc
�
ek Z., Watsham À., Wiebes I. Ò. The big wasp fauna of the receptacles of Ficus thonningii (Hymeno-
ptera, Chalcidoidea) // Tijdschrift foor Entomologie. — 1981. — 124, N 5. — P. 149–231.
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