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Description of a New Spider Species of the Genus Gnaphosa (Araneae, Gnaphosidae) from Pakistan.
Ovchinnikov S. V., Ahmad B., Inayatullah M. —  Gnaphosa pakistanica Ovchinnikov, Ahmad et
Inayatullah, sp. n. from Pakistan is described. Comments on the other two species recorded from
Pakistan are given.

Ke y  wo r d s: Gnaphosa, Gnaphosidae, Araneae, Pakistan, spiders, new species.

Îïèñàíèå íîâîãî âèäà ïàóêà ðîäà Gnaphosa (Araneae, Gnaphosidae) èç Ïàêèñòàíà. Îâ÷èííèêîâ Ñ. Â.,
Àõìàä Á., Èíàÿòóëëà Ì. —  Èç Ïàêèñòàíà (Çàïàäíûå Ãèìàëàè) îïèñàí Gnaphosa pakistanica
Ovchinnikov, Ahmad et Inayatullah, sp. n. Ïðèâåäåíû çàìå÷àíèÿ î äâóõ äðóãèõ âèäàõ ðîäà,
îòìå÷åííûõ èç Ïàêèñòàíà.

Êëþ÷åâûå  ñ ëîâ à: Gnaphosa, Gnaphosidae, Araneae, Ïàêèñòàí, ïàóêè, íîâûé âèä.

To date, two species of the spider genus Gnaphosa Latreille, 1804, Gnaphosa pumila (Koch) and
Gnaphosa lucifuga Latreille (Dyal, 1935), have been reported from Pakistan (Punjab: Lachore). In «The
World Spider Catalog» by Norman Platnick (2007) the first of them appears as Gnaphosa pumila Dyal, 1935:
195 (Df), which is an error introduced by Roewer (1955), rather than available name, as Dyal referred to
the primary name Melanophora pumila Koch, 1838 = Drassylus pumilus (C. L. Koch, 1839). In the second
case, the author was indicated incorrectly by Dyal: «Gnaphosa lucifuga Latreille» instead of «Gnaphosa lucifuga
(Walckenaer, 1802)», and the presence of this species in Lahore requires confirmation.

In the present article a new species from Western Himalayas is described. The following abbreviations
are used in the text: ALE —  anterior lateral eyes; AME —  anterior median eyes; PLE —  posterior lateral
eyes; PME —  posterior median eyes; d —  dorsal, p —  prolateral, r —  retrolateral, v —  ventral. All
measurements are in millimeters. The holotype and some paratypes will be deposited in the collection of the
Zoological Museum of Moscow State University, Russia (curator Dr. K. G. Mikhailov); remaining paratypes
are in the private collection of the first author (Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan) and Museum of Agricultural University
of Peshawar (NWFP, Pakistan).

Gnaphosa pakistanica Ovchinnikov, Ahmad et Inayatullah, sp. n. (fig. 1–4)

M a t e r i a l. T yp e. Holotype {, Pakistan, W Himalaya, 10 km SE of Babusar Pass, north slope,
4,100 m, 10.08.2003. Paratypes. 36 {, }, same data as in the holotype; }, Babusar Pass, 24.08.2004
(Ovchinnikov).

D i a gno s i s. The new species resembles G. ilika Ovtsharenko, Platnick et Song, 1992,
especially in the copulaory male structures. It can be distinguished from G. ilika by the fol-
lowing differences: 1) more lengthy median apophysis which is not curved under a corner
medially; 2) shorter tibial process of the palpus; 3) the rounded lateral edge of the basal
portion of embolus; 4) basal embolic tooth is absent (fig. 1, 2). Female can be recognized
by the short, wide epigynal hood and by outlines of the epigynal excavation (fig. 3, 4).

De s c r i p t i o n. Male (holotype). Total body length 9 (5.5–9). Length of carapace
3.75 (2.33–3.75), width of carapace 2.75 (1.70–2.80), with ratio 1.36 (1.34–1.37). Eye
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diameters and interdistances: AME 0.11, ALE 0.17, PME 0.14, PLE 0.10, AME–AME
0.16, ALE–AME 0.02, ALE–PLE 0.27, PLE–PME 0.23, PME–PME 0.07. Sternum
length 1.79 (1.21–1.88), width 1.57 (1.06–1.65). Ratio of tibia + patella length to
length of carapace 0.93. Length of abdomen 4.5. Leg formula 4123. Tarsi I–II from
below with complete scopula, metatarsi I–II with scopula only on top. Leg spination:
femora I d 1–1–0, p 0–0–1; II d 1–1–0, p 0–0–1; III d 1–1–0, p 0–1–1, r 0–1–1;
IV d 1–1–0, p0–1–1, r 0–1–1; tibiae I without spines; II only with one ventroapical
spine; III p 1–1–1, r 1–1–1, v 2–2–2; IV p 1–0–1, r 2–1–1, v 2–2–2.

Carapace brown, darkened on anterior part of head, with gray spots and olivaceus
shade. Chelicerae, maxillae and coxae I reddish-brown. Legs brownish-yellow. Surface
of cuticle with mild metal sheen. Carapace weakly clothed in black hairs. Abdomen
gray, clothed with erect hairs.

F ema l e. Body length 7.50–9.50. Carapace length 2.73–4.35, width 2.05–3.25,
with ratio 1.33–1.34. Eye diameters and interdistances: AME 0.10, ALE 0.11, PME
0.12, PLE 0.10, AME–AME 0.10, ALE–AME 0.03, ALE–PLE 0.19, PLE–PME 0.17,
PME–PME 0.06. Sternum length 1.43–2.25, width 1.13–1.85. Ratio of tibia + patel-
la to length of carapace 0.89–0.91. Length of abdomen 4.00–5.30. Unlike males,
females have tarsi and metatarsi I–II from below with complete scopula (tabl. 1).
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Legs Femur Patella+Tibia Metatarsus Tarsus Total

I 2.66/2.63 3.66/3.70 1.75/1.75 1.18/1.20 9.25/9.28
II 2.30/2.43 3.33/3.28 1.75/1.68 1.13/1.15 8.51/8.54
III 1.83/2.10 2.38/2.83 1.75/1.80 1.05/1.25 7.01/7.98
IV 2.25/2.93 3.38/3.98 2.75/3.13 1.30/1.58 9.68/11.62

Ta b l e 1. Length of legs joints (male, holotype/female, paratype)
Ò à á ëèö à 1. Äëèíà ÷ëåíèêîâ íîã (ñàìåö, ãîëîòèï/ñàìêà)

Fig. 1–4. Gnaphosa pakistanica: 1 — left palpus, ventral view; 2 — ditto, retrolateral view; 3 — epigynum,
ventral view; 4 — ditto, dorsal view.

Ðèñ. 1–4. Gnaphosa pakistanica: 1 — ëåâûé ïàëüïóñ ñàìöà, âåíòðàëüíî; 2 — òî æå, ðåòðîëàòåðàëüíî;
3 — ýïèãèíà ñàìêè, âåíòðàëüíî; 4 — òî æå, äîðñàëüíî.



Eco l o g y. G. pakistanica sp. n. was collected in soil traps in subalpine and alpine
meadows at elevations over 4000 thousand meters.

E t ymo l o g y. Named after the country name in which it was collected.
D i s t r i b u t i o n. Pakistan: Western Himalayas.
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(Lugansk, Ukraine), our fine friends and partners on expedition and the interpreters without whom dialogue
with Pushtu people would be impossible. We thank two anonymous reviewers for their critical comments and
improvements of the text.
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